
The Consul General of Korea in Chicago 
visited the Twin Cities 
On May 25th, 2021, Dr. Young Sok Kim, Consul General of Korea in Chicago, along 
with Nam-Jin Kim, Consul, Ho-Seung Choi, Vice Consul, Byeong-Gyu Park and Hee-
Joo Han, Executive Officers, visited the Twin Cities. They met Dr. Byong Moon Kim 
and Mr. Seunghwae Huh, Chair of PDI Design Group in Minnesota at the King’s 
Korean Restaurant and praised the contributions made by Dr. Kim and Mr. Huh. Dr. 
Byong Moon Kim has been hosting picnics and entertainment programs for the 
Korean War veterans for 16 years. Mr. Seunghwae Huh shared stories about the 
Minnesota Project since 1954 and how the former Governor Orville Freeman 
contributed to the project. 

On May 26th, 2021, the Consuls met Michael Freeman, Hennepin County Attorney 
General, who is a son of the former Governor Orville Freeman. The Consuls 
expressed appreciation to the Attorney General Freeman for his father’s efforts and 
contributions to Korea through promoting the Minnesota Project. They also met 
Ramsey County Attorney General John Choi who is the first Korean serving as the 
County Attorney General in Minnesota. They shared thoughts and concerns 
regarding the impacts of the recent social uprising caused by George Floyd’s death 
and needs of safety and protection for the Korean Americans in Minnesota. 

On the same day, they had a reception 
with the members of the executive 
board and advisory members of KAAM 
at Tria in North Oaks. They talked about 
the Korean cultural impacts spreading 
all over the states including Minnesota 
and the increase of investments to 

Korean companies that are expected to improve brand power and values among 
Korean communities. 

When Dr. Kwonshik Kim addressed there are Japanese and Chinese gardens in 
Minnesota Arboretum and it is time for Korean garden to be built, Consul General 
Kim encouraged to develop the idea to build the garden. Mr. Woojin Byun 
mentioned that with the help of the Korean Consulate General in Chicago, 49 pieces 
of Korean art are currently on display at the Weisman Art Museum of University of 
Minnesota.  He also said since approximately 450 pieces of Korean artwork are still 
in storage at the Weisman Art Museum, it would be great further support is given 
by the Consulate General to showcase Korean artworks. 

It was a meaningful time to develop and maintain a firm partnership between the 
Counsels and KAAM in the effort to build exemplary Korean American communities 
in Minnesota as well as to establish identities and prides for second generation 
Korean Americans. 
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Overcoming  
Difficult Times Together 
Hyosook Hwang | KAAM President

It has now been more than a year since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which drove our lives into chaos and fear.  As soon as 
the COVID 19 situation got better the KAAM held a face to face 
Board of Directors meeting in May.  It was great to see the 
Directors in person although some had to join us by zoom including 
Director Park Taejoon from Korea. I am happy to announce that this 
Fall we are going to have a long awaited Korean American 
Sports Festival at the Coon Rapids Soccer Field.  We hope to get 
back to more regular KAAM activities. 

While the outcome of Derek Chauvin’s trial who was charged in 
George Floyd’s death was nervously awaited, Dante Wright’s death 
happened in Brooklyn Center which brought about break-ins and 
lootings causing significant property damage on Korean owned 
businesses. When I visited them and shared their pains and 
discouragement, I was touched by their courage and determination 
to rebuild their businesses.  They made me proud to be a 
Korean. 

We are still in the difficult times of COVID-19, but our efforts to 
overcome and help the Korean community have never stopped. 
BOD chair, Chungsoo Hwang provided COVID-19 vaccination 
availability and site information to the Korean community and help 
them to get vaccinated.  I give my sincere appreciation to Chairman 
Hwang for his timely and tireless service in time of needs. 

On July 7th when I visited the Korean Service Center, I was 
overwhelmed to see how healthy and happy the elderly members 
of Grace Place were.  I showed my respect to them for their positive 
attitude and resilience.  For the staff and volunteers of the KSC who 
were willing to give sacrifice and dedication to keep the elderly safe 
and healthy I give my utmost admiration and appreciation. 

In the midst of Delta virus situation and lingering hate crime issue 
against Asian Americans, we can overcome this difficult time 
together with patience, open-mind and wisdom.  I hope to see you 
all at the Korean American Sports Festival this Fall.  Till then, be safe 
and healthy.  Thank you! 

One Year since the beginning of the 
 

pandemic, how have you been? 
Korea Times Chicago Special Feature: 
Midwest Korean American Associations, “Minnesota” 

Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine 
Cheongsoo Hwang | KAAM BOD Chair 

“As a KAAM BOD Chair, I helped our 
Korean community to get vaccinated 

by providing detailed info and 
walked through the processes. 
Thanks for your corporation”. 



A recent study shows that Covid-19 Delta variant is spreading 
40-60% faster and has a higher infection risk compared to
Alpha variant. Delta is highly contagious and expected to
become the dominant strain.  According to the graph below,
In US, Delta variant cases account for over 50% of Covid-19
cases in the four months after the first Delta variant case was
reported in March. Delta will likely become 100% of new
cases in a couple of months. Delta is not only more
transmissible but more deadly.  The Guardian reported that
an analysis of 38,805 sequenced cases in England revealed
that the Delta variant was associated with a 2.61 times higher 
risk of hospitalization compared to the Alpha variant and
there was a 1.67 times higher risk of requiring emergency
care.

At this point, the biggest question is whether the vaccines 
developed to provide protection against Alpha variant would 
also be effective against Delta. Fortunately, the data below 
shows several vaccines, including the mRNA technology-
based Pfizer and Moderna, AstraZeneca developed by UK 
and Bharat developed by India, are all effective. The research 
shows that Covid-19 vaccines have a 70-90% efficiency in 
preventing Covid-19 and reduce the risk of getting seriously 
ill with Covid-19 by 90%. People who are vaccinated have 
90% chances to have no symptoms or get recovered from 
mild symptoms even when they get infected by Delta variant. 

US has reached only 45.8% vaccination rate even while 
having the most vaccine supply in the world. 64.8 % of 
Minnesotans have vaccinated, which is a relatively high 
vaccine rate. Even though Delta is more transmittable and 
deadlier compared to the other variants, it is not necessary 
to worry too much since the vaccines can provide a high 
level of protection. If you are not vaccinated yet, I strongly 
recommend you get a Covid-19 vaccine soon.  

KAAM Contribution Information 
“Thank you for your generous donation and support to the KAAM.”

December 16-31, 2020 January 1-June 30, 2021 

Membership 

fee, $30
김려식 

김병문 

김은영 

김태인 

유명숙 

신성일 

이순자 

이인석 

전환수 

주한수 

김미정    김영웅    김옥삼    김    풍    문성인    박대선    박성우
변우진    안대식    왕규현    유영란    이명주    이병훈    이창재
임진현    정상렬    황청수    황효숙    Julian Gim       Sara Kim 
Sunwoo James   이용혁     김정은   김병문Won W. Shin 

BOD fee, 

$500 
권규식 김식철    남세현    박태준    오은아    임진현    황청수    황효숙

Julian Gim 김    현    이용혁    강태문

Donation 

Up to $99 
유명숙        신성일        황효숙 강명섭    김미정    김영웅    김옥삼    문성인    이정희

Mighty Cause      Yu-Young Park

$100 김태인 권규식    길유진    박명순    박영순    변우진    유무삼    이명주

이종완    이창재    정상렬 

$300 김려식 김병문 이순자 이종한 이병윤   김병문 

$1,000 안대식    황청수    황효숙 

$3,000 남세현 

*KAAM is a member-supported nonprofit organization,501(c)(3). All membership fees and donations are Tax-Deductible.

As  the Delta Variant Spreads | Expert Opinion
Hyun Kim | ScD Associate Professor, Environment al Health Science,  
School of Public Health, University of Minnesota/K AAM Board of Directors 



Youth Mental Health Issues 
Lauren Bae, Ph.D. | Clinical Psychologist 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
released a report in early June of 2021 that the 10% rise in 
hospitalizations seen in teens in March was due, in part, to 
psychiatric emergencies, and not COVID. To make matters 
worse, utilization rates of mental health services dropped 
dramatically due to lack of access to services which were shut 
down due to the pandemic. The data on suicidal ideation and 
attempts from emergency rooms across the country show a 
dramatic increase, and the data on declining mental health 
among youth may be attributed in part to the effects of 
COVID which have included prolonged school closure, limited 
social contacts/isolation, and disruption in routine schedules. 

Asian-Americans face unique challenges that place these 
youth at increased risk such as peer discrimination, micro 
aggressions, academic pressures, and Asian Hate fallout. Yet, 
with all of this going on, very few people in the Asian 
American community are willing to talk about the impact of 
these stressors on our youth. As a culture - there are unique 
factors that impede mental health. Values of achievement, 
filial piety, and loss of face often highlight what is good and 
hide what is shameful. These values are internalized by our 
youth who internalize their struggles and suffer in silence 
with no one to turn to. These youth learn quickly that talking 
about mental health issues is unacceptable.  

The most recent data shows that around 20% of our youth (1 
in 5) struggle with depression and 15% struggle with anxiety. 
Rates of suicidal ideation and attempt are comparable to 
youth from other ethnic groups among high school students 
but typically higher than other ethnic groups among college 
students. Research also shows that the notion of stigma 
around mental health issues is a significant barrier for Asian 

colleagues at UCLA have demonstrated clear links between 
the stigma surrounding mental health issues in our culture 
and severe mental issues. She also adds that Asian American 
adolescents have been socialized to “mask” symptoms of 
anxiety and depression which often leads to more severe 
levels of distress. Our youth have become masters at hiding 
or suppressing their negative emotions and feel they have no 
place to turn. This is a huge problem because we have 
created a bottleneck effect whereby Asian American youth 
face the same mental health challenges as other teens, but 
they don’t get the help they need.  

With over 20% of our youth struggling with mental health 
issues, we can no longer turn a blind eye to these issues. 
Many of us say that this won’t happen to our child and that 
this doesn’t happen in our community, but it does. It starts 
with all of us doing our part to help one another.  It takes 
courage to speak up about this issue so that our children 
understand that we are here for them and they are not alone. 

Here are a few things we can do: 
● Destigmatizing mental health issues-within families,

schools, churches (though partnerships)
● Supporting stigma reduction campaigns through

spokespeople such as Awkwafina, Lana Condor, Naomi
Osaka

● Encouraging therapy for emotional support (e.g.,
Interpersonal Therapy, Mindfulness)

● Having open and supportive dialogue with our youth
● Encouraging our youth to have life outside of

academics to develop their social-emotional-spiritual
well being

We as a community care about our youth and that the work 
can only be done if we all do our part. For more information 
on these issues, check out the following website: https:// 
www.verywellmind.com/mental-health-resources-for-asian-
pacific-islander-communities-5116843 

KAAM Membership Fee and D
 
onation /Contact Information

Membership 
Fee 

□ Adult  $30
□ Student  $15
□ Board of Director   $500

 Korean Name 

 English Name 

 Address 
Donation $

Cultural Center Building Fund $  Contact Tel 

Email 

• Pay to the order of: Korean American Association of Minnesota or KAAM
• Question: 651-440-9192, contact@mnkorea.org
• You can also pay with PayPal account. Please check KAAM website (www.mnkorea.org).
• KAAM is registered with the IRS 501(c)(3) charitable organization. All your contributions to KAAM are all tax-deductible.



Architect, Seunghwae Huh 
A former president of KAAM
The Proud Koreans in Minnesota 

Seunghwae Huh,  
a distinguished Asian Minnesotan of many firsts 
Mr. Huh started with a humble beginning but became a 
person of many firsts through his hard work. He was the first 
Korean Minnesotan and the first Korean American to 
become the CEO of a top architectural company with 40 
years of success. This incredible achievement was the result 
of growth through innovative management practices in the 
architecture industry of America.  

As the first Asian in Minnesota, Mr. Huh was named a Fellow 
of the American Institute of Architects (FAIA) on 1995 and he 
is one of three Koreans who became a FAIA. Mr. Huh is also 
the first Asian in Minnesota who became a committee 
member of the Honorary Fellowship of the American 
Institute of Architects (H. FAIA), and he joined the committee 
in Washington in 1999.  

Mr. Huh was also the first in Minnesota to be selected as an 
Honorary member (H. FPIA) by the Philippine Institute of 
Architects (PIA).  Mr. Huh was invited to the 61st PIA 
convention as a guest speaker in 1994 and named a H. FAIA 
which is the highest honor given to foreigners by PIA.  
Another noteworthy record is that as an Asian architect in 
Minnesota, Mr. Huh has been awarded the most winning 
open bids for projects.  He was the most introduced Asian 
architect in American architecture journals and newspapers 
and his work was broadcasted on channel 33.  As a well-
recognized architect, Mr. Huh has been invited to guest 
lecture about his work on several occasions in Sapporo, 
Japan. 

A Non-stoppable hard worker  
to lead Korean architects to the world top standard 
When Gwangno Lee, one of the elders in Korean Architecture 
was nominated as H. FAIA in 1997, Mr. Huh stood up to 
support and sponsor Mr. Lee.  Mr. Huh has bent over 
backwards to help more Korean architects be named as FAIA. 

Mr. Huh has offered work opportunities and internships to 
many Korean students. During the IMF crisis in Korea, Mr. 
Huh gave nine Korean architects working at his office the 
opportunity to learn American architecture skills.  

Recognized for his knowledge in architectural design, Mr. 
Huh has been invited to speak at several venues including 
colleges and businesses in Korea. In lectures, Mr. Huh 
describes the work designed by his firm. He also routinely 

lectures on architecture design, trends of American 
architecture, architecture design process, and new 
technologies in architecture. Mr. Huh has also published in a 
famous architecture journal in Korea. This work describes his 
vision of Korean architecture and suggestions for quality 
improvement. In 2008, He was awarded Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor which is an American award.  

Beyond architecture and business,  
Mr. Huh’s dedication to Korean American communities 
When the Korean American communities were lacking in 
everything in 1970s, Mr. Huh recognized the needs of 
engagement and protection for Korean Americans. To 
facilitate engagement, Mr. Huh founded a Korean school for 
second generations and adoptees in 1975. Mr. Huh played a 
critical role as the president of KAAM in making the Korean 
Day (Oct. 3rd) which was proclaimed by Rudy Perpich, a 
former governor of Minnesota in 1978. Mr. Huh facilitated a 
soccer tournament as a 6.25 event. He also introduced 
unique aspects of the Korean culture to the locals and 
provided opportunities to experience Korean traditional 
cultures to the younger Korean Americans by organizing 
traditional Korean games (Ssileum, Yuchnoli, Jegichagi and 
Gimageon) during the KAAM events.  During the many years 
of working as a promoter and one of the first board of 
directors for the Minnesota Asian Chamber of Commerce, 
founded in 1990, Mr. Huh contributed by helping business-
people in Minnesota connect with one another and by 
protecting their rights and interests.  Under Mr. Huh’s 
leadership, the KAAM took the lead on promoting Korean 
culture in Minnesota by participating in the Minneapolis 
Aquatennial Festival in 1977 and 1978 and in the 
International Festival of Nations for over 10 years. Mr. Huh 
had close relationships with governors and visited Korea, 
bringing three governors during 6 different trips as a member 
of the advisory committee for trade delegations. He was 
active in politics and drew participations from the elders of 
the KAAM in campaigns and donations during elections for 
governor, senate, house of representatives, and heads of 
counties.  

Mr. Huh believed that active participation in local 
communities and politics in America is a way to protect the 
rights and interests for Korean fellows and to help Korea. 
Whenever he had an opportunity, he always took actions 
such as teaching, writing articles and delivering speeches. 
Mr. Huh has never stopped trying to share his passion and 
positive energy with the communities and has been an all-
time proud Korean. Let us look forward to watching his 
future efforts as a Korean American in Minnesota.  



2021 Korean American Community News 
KAAM Korean Language School (KLS) 
KLS successfully completed both fall 2020 and Spring 2021 classes. Classes were run 
through both onsite and online without any difficulties to the students. 

26th MAKA Scholarship Award Ceremony, 3/8/2021 
Due to COVID-19, MAKA held annual celebration virtually. There were 14 scholarship 
recipients for 2021 and awarded non-renewable $1,500 scholarships for their further 
education. Check the MAKA website for the ceremony video and ways to join/support 
MAKA! https://www.makaweb.org 

Korean Prime Minister’s Appreciation for the Korean War Servicemen 
On April 17 and 24, Dr. Byung Moon Kim, President of The Korean-American Today & 
Tomorrow Center, delivered the Appreciation  letter from Korean Prime Minister Chung 
Sekyun and K-94 COVID 19 masks to the Korean War Servicemen.  Every year the Korean-
American Today & Tomorrow Center has been hosting picnics and entertainment for the 
Korean War Servicemen at Long Lake Regional Park.  Since 2013 a scholarship foundation 
was established for the descendants of the Servicemen. 

KBS Morning Show <Morning Field>, 30th Anniversary Interview, 5/21/2021   
Former KAAM President, Dr. Won Hwae Huh and his wife was on the KBS morning show in 
Korea. They congratulated the 30th anniversary and shared their experiences as Korean 
show viewers. 

Virtual Heath & Wellbeing Fair on 6/5/2021 
KOM(Karen Organization of Minnesota), KAMC(Korean Adoptees Ministry Center), 
KSC(Korean Service Center), and SEWA-Asian Indian Family Wellness will be leading a 
virtual health event on June 5th in English, Korean, and Karen. The event itself will be run 
through educational workshops and campaigns and will focus on suicide and family 
violence prevention. 

[Obituary] In memory of In Sun Hong 
In Sun Hong, age 86, died peacefully at home late on May 8, 2021, surrounded by his family. 
In Sun was a long-time supporter for the Korean Service Center (KSC) and served as 
Chairman of the Board for many years. This was another place in his life where he focused 
on taking care of others. The KSC focuses on caring for Korean immigrants to provide a 
variety of social services, transition support, wellness, advocacy, and community education. 

2021 Youth ART contest for Peace & Unification of Korea: Hansol Shin from Minnesota 
Won the 2nd Place 
2nd Youth Art contest award ceremony was held on Saturday, May 29th at 6pm. There are 
116 participants, and all received gift cards to appreciate their dedications and efforts. Top 
15 students received awards, and the second place was from Minnesota participant, Hansol 
Shin, 8th grader from the Chippewa Middle school, Shoreview. 

[Webinar] Hate Crimes Against Asian Community - How to Understand, 
How to Respond? 3/27 @ 6PM 
*English interpretation was provided.



Introducing Korean Businesses

903 S Washington Ave 2층, Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 333-1999
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